
 
 

SALVAGE 
a new play by 

Lena Kaminsky 
 

Synopsis: 

At her small town dump, Carla attempts to junk the overwhelming collection of mirrors from her childhood home. 

Instead, amid other people’s trash, she finds the treasure of two new friends she didn’t know she needed. Past lives 

and future plans intertwine – and sometimes collide – as together these neighbors sort through what to toss and 

what to take away. And maybe, discover the magic potion for moving on? A funny and heartwarming new play by 

Lena Kaminsky about what can happen when we allow ourselves to be seen. 

 

Playwright’s note: 

As a newcomer to a small town in upstate New York during the heart of the pandemic, I started writing 

Salvage following my first visits to the town transfer station. What started as dropping off my trash turned into 

something else. I found myself lingering, laughing, and getting to know my neighbors. In those exchanges, I 

rediscovered the power of connection that had been lost in those early days of isolation. I also found, to my 

surprise, that the dump was a beautiful place. I first went there thinking it would be, well…a dump. But I was 

all wrong. Instead, I found a place where order and tidiness arose from chaos and mess. One of those times that 

life presents you with the thing you didn’t even know you needed. I think the themes of community and 

connection will resonate with audiences everywhere, and folks will leave feeling hopeful. See you at the 

dump! 

 

Production History: 

Dorset Theatre Festival (2025)     Lights: Daisy Long 

Director: M. Bevin O’Gara     Set: Christopher & Justin Swader 

Artistic Director: Will Rucker     Sound: M.L. Dogg 

Cast: Eva Kaminsky, Robbie Sublett, Marcia DeBonis  Costumes: Chelsea Kerl  

Stage Manager: Colleen Rooney 

 

Opera House Arts (2024)      Lights: Shannon O’Rourke  

Director: Kathryn Markey (AD)     Set: Braden Hooter 

Cast: Eva Kaminsky, Chris Thorn, Adinah Alexander  Sound: Brandon Gautier        

Stage Manager: Tina Shackleford     Costumes: Therese Bruck 

 

 

Lena Kaminsky’s thoughtful play takes us to a place we have all yearned for: a chance to understand better, to 

see ourselves in a different light, to make things right, and to heal old wounds. Those very same dynamics 

make “Salvage” a perfect season starter for Dorset, and all the reason you need to drop in and join the 

standing ovations. 

      -Telly Halkias, Manchester Journal  

 

The story arcs glide on good comedy and, when you least expect it, burst open into tension…[Salvage] 

operates where everyday life is lived. The three characters carry the ache of self-doubt, and the play is 

constructed so those doubts bite. In the play's horse race between comedy and drama, humor ends up lengths 

ahead of sadness, but every time the characters pause to question themselves, we're paying our closest 

attention. 

      -Alex Brow, Seven Days VT 

 

Like John Cariani’s “Almost Maine”, “Salvage” is about the life of folks living in smalltown America who find 

themselves disconnected from the people they love and without really knowing it, are desperate to find a way back. 

 

-Nan Lincoln, The Ellsworth American  

 

One standout of this production is the writing. The dialogue is true, not stylized. The playwright is skilled at 

keeping a steady pace, an unrolling of the action and character development that, like the dialogue, feels 

natural. The characters’ lives are moving, changing, as their relationships with one another deepen. They 

search for and appear to find their footing, and in the end, to hold some small hope. 

 

-Susan B. Apel, Artful Substack 
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